PRINCES AND FEDERATION           go

ance of this sub-committee. I feel, and I Imow, that
they hare the interests of their subjects at heart. I'kncw
that they claim jealously to guard their interests. But
they will, if all goes ^well, more and more come in con-
tact with popular India, if I may so call British India, and
they will want to make common cause with the inhabi-
tants of that India, as the people of that India -would vant
to make common cause with the India of the Princes.
After all, there is no vital, real division between these two
Indias. If one can divide a living body into two parts
you .may divide India into two parts. It has lived as one
country from time ixnxne.morial, and no artificial boun-
dary can possibly divide it. The Princes, be it said to their
credit, when they declared themselves frankly and coura-
geously in favour of Federation, claimed also to be of the
same blood "with us, out own kith and kin. How could
they do otherwise ? There is no difference between them
and us except that we are common people and they are,
God has made them, noblemen, princes. I wish them
well; I wish them all prosperity; and I also pray that their
prosperity and their welfare may be utilised for the ad-
vancement of their own dear people, their own subjects.

Beyond this I 'will fiot go, I cannot go. I can only
make an appeal to them. It is open to them, as we know,
either to come into the Federation or not to come into
it. It is up to us to make it easy for them to come into
the Federation. It is up to them to make it easy for
us to welcome them with open arms.

Without that spirit of give and take, I know that
we shall not be able to come to any definite scheme of
Federation, or, if we do, we shall ultimately quarrel and
break up. Therefore, I would father that we did not
embark upon any federal scheme than that "we should do
so "without our full hearts in the thing. If we do so, we
should do so 'whole-heartedly.

Speaking at the Plenary Session of the Conference, Gandbiji
said:

I want to say one word about the Princes, and I shall
have done. I have not said much about the Princes, not